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Public  Health  Department, 
Victoria  Street, 
Blackburn. 
February,  1957. 


TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE  EDUCATION  COMMITTEE, 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Herewith  my  30th  Annual  Report,  the  51st  of  the  Series, 
on  the  work  of  the  School  Health  Department. 

In  my  1955  Report,  I referred  to  changes  in  the  Medical 
and  Health  Visiting  Services  which  it  was  hoped  to  begin 
during  1956.  This  process,  one  of  divisionalisation, 
commenced  in  September  with  the  merging  of  five  Health 
Visiting  districts  into  the  first  of  our  three  divisions. 

The  Medical  staffing  has  been  strengthened  by  the  full- 
time appointment  of  Dr,  K.  Keane  who,  until  August,  had  been 
employed  as  a part-time  Medical  Officer  whilst  taking  her 
Diploma  in  Public  Health  at  Manchester, 

Continued  staff  shortages  in  the  School  Dental  and 
Orthoptic  Departments  has  again  restricted  output,  but  it 
is  hoped  to  fill  some  of  these  vacancies  during  1957. 

My  thanks  are  due  to  the  staff  of  the  School  Health 
Service  for  their  work  and  loyalty,  and  to  you, Mr.  Chairman, 
and  all  members  of  the  Education  Committee  fcr  your  continued 
encouragement  and  sympathetic  consideration. 


I am,  Mr,  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen 


Your  obedient  servant 

, / 


Principal  School  Medical  Officer. 
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''  V;  ”J 

ASSIGNATION 

Inspection 

Ophthalmic 

Dental  Clinic 

Minor  Ailments 

Cleansing 

Physiotherapy 

Diphtheria 

Immunisation 

Consultant  Aural 

Orthoptic 

Heart,  Rheuma- 
tism & Anaemia . 

Speech 


SCHOOL  C L I N I L SS  0 


PURPOSE 


WHERE  HELD  TIMES 


Special  Examination  of  Cases  referred  Victoria  Wednesday  2*0  p,m, 
by  Teachers,  School  Welfare  Officers  Street  Saturday  9-30  a,m, 
and  School  Nurses, 


Prescription  of  Spectacles 


Monday  8.30  a,m, 
Tuesday  8,30  a,m. 
Thursday  2,30  p,m, 
Friday  1,15  p.m, 
(By  appointment) 


Dental  Treatment 


Every  week-day 
(By  appointment) 


Treatment  of  Minor  Diseases  of  Skin, 

&£.  


• . Every  week-day 
•at  8,45  a,m. 


Treatment  of  Scabies  and  Cleansing  of.  . ^ Blake y 
Verminous  Cases  w Moor 


By  appointment 


Treatment  of  Postural  Defects, 
Sunlight 


Victoria 

Street 


Every  week-day 
(By  appointment) 


Prevention  of  Diphtheria 


« Monday  3,45  p.m. 


Treatment  of  Deafness,  &c. 


As  required 
(By  appointment) 


Correction  of  Strabismus 


Every'  week-day 

(By  appointment) 


Diagnosis  and  supervision  of  cases 
suffering  from  Rheumatism  and  Heart 
Defects,  and  the  investigation  of 
Anaemia 


By  appointment 


Correction  of  Speech  Defects 


Barton  St.  Every  week-day 
& (By  appointment) 

Victoria  St. 
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COST  OF  SCHOOL  HEALTH  SERVICE 


I am  indebted  to  the  Borough  Treasurer,  Mr.  L.  Wolsten- 
holme,  for  the  following  particulars  relating  to  the  cost 
of  the  School  Health  Service  during  1955  - 1956. 


EXPENDITURE 


Salaries...  ..  ...  . 

Fees..  ...  . 

Travelling  Expenses..  

Printing,  Stationery,  etc.  ...  ...  . 

Drugs,  Medical  Requisites  & Apparatus. 

Rents  ...  ...  ...  ...  . 

National  Insurance  - Employers* 

Contributions..  , 
Fuel,  Light  and  Cleaning..  ...  ...  . 

Upkeep  o f Bui Idi ngs ...  , 

Malt  and  Oil,  Tonics,  <&c  . ...  ...  . 

Spectacles  ...  

Miscellaneous  


£ » d £ s d 


15616 

19 

11 

1980 

14 

7 

121 

11 

1 

218 

2 

7 

1701 

5 

10 

26 

11 

8 

329 

9 

8 

222 

15 

6 

1906 

15 

5 

81 

11 

0 

163 

11 

7 

1 5 7 


22371  0 8 


INCOME 


Recovered  from  - 


Blackburn  Executive  Council 

# # # • ♦ • 

Or 

CO 

5 

0 

Health  Committee  - Dental  Sessions. 

129 

12 

0 

Lancashire  County  Council  - 

Orthoptic 

Clinic. 

676 

10 

0 

Regional  Hospital  Board  - 

Orthoptic 

Clinic. 

175 

1 

9 

Miscellaneous...  ...  ... 

5 

5 

0 

-J5gL.Hl.--2 

EXPENDITURE  LESS  INCOME  OTHER  THAN  GRANT  ' ' • . £20806  6 11 


« 
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The  rateable  value  of  the  Borough  on  31st  March  1956  was 
£795,150.  The  cost  of  medical  inspection  and  treatment  in 
both  Primary  and  Secondary  Schools  for  the  twelve  months 
ended  31st  March,  1956, was  £20,806,  compared  with  £17,970  in 
the  previous  year.  The  Government  grant  was  60 % of  the 
expenditure  less  income;  hence  the  nett  cost  to  the  rates 
was  £8,322. 

The  cost  of  the  School  Medical  Service  for  1955/56  per 
child  on  the  school  rolls  was  £1 . 6s.  3b.  gross  and  £-10s.6d 
nett,  and  the  cost  expressed  as  a penny  rate  was  6, 77d. gross 
and  2.71b.  nett. 


SCHOOL  POPULATION 


Particulars  of-  children  on  the  rolls  at  maintained 
schools  are  as  follows 

No.  on 

Rolls 


3 Nursery  Schools  ...  ...  ...  119 

64  Primary  School  Departments...  10626 

14  Secondary  Schools 5174 

3 Special  Schools 293 


Total  16212 
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SECTION  ONE 

MEDICAL  INSPECTION  " 


The  prograrrime  of  Routine  Medical  Inspection, adopted  in  1 955 ^ 
has  been  continued  during  the  year. 

It  will  be  noted  that,  in  accordance  with  Ministry 
requirements , the  classification  of  the  physical  condition  of 
children  examined  has  been  changed.  The  three  categories  of 
"good" , "fair"  and  "poor"  have  now  been  superseded  by  two 
only  - "satisfactory"  and  "unsatisfactory"  .Of  5*358  children 
inspected,  one  only  was  considered  to  come  within  the  latter 
category. 

The  following  table  sets  out  comparative  figures  of 
children  examined  at  Routine  Medical  Inspections  since  1950. 


Table  1 


Group 

1956 

1955 

1954 

1953 

' 

1952 

1951 

1950 

Entrants  ...  ...  

1328 

538 

2147 

1986 

1848 

1077 

1748 

9 - 9 Years 

1505 

1220 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

10-11  Years  

719 

l6ol 

2061 

1169 

1132 

1177 

1216 

11  - 15  Years  

1384 

268 

1395 

863 

892 

821 

919 

15  - 16  Years  

329 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Other  Periodic  Inspections. 

93 

95 

181 

131 

141 

171 

100 

TOTALS. 

5358 

3725 

6087 

4149 

4013 

3249 

4013 

+ In  previous  years  this  age  group  has  been  included  in  "Other  Periodic 

Inspections”. 
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ROUTINE  MEDICAL  INSPECTIONS  DURING  1950 


(a)  Attendance  of  Parents  at  Inspection 

Table  2 


, . — 

Group 

Number 
Exam id 

■ 



Parents 

Present 



% Parents 
Attendances 

Boys 

Girls 

^Entrants  ...  ...  ...  

1328 

1093 

82.3 

697 

631 

8-9  Years  

1505 

1097 

72.9 

7 66 

739 

10-11  Years  ...  ...  ...  ... 

719 

475 

66.1 

347 

372 

14  - 15  Years  

1334 

50 

3.6 

654 

730 

15  - 16  Years  ...  ...  ...  ... 

329 

mm 

- 

68 

261 

Other  Periodic  Inspections  .. 

93 

34 

36.5 

49 

44 

TOTALS 

5358 

i„  „ ■ 

2749 

51.3 

2581 

2777 

(t>)  G-eneral  condition 

The  general  condition  of  children  examined  at  Routine 
Medical  Inspection  during  1956  has  been  classified  as  follows: 


Table 


Group 

intrants  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

8 - 9 Years  ..  * 

10-11  Years  ..  ... 

14  - 15  Years ... 

15-16  Years ... 

Other  Periodic  Inspections  

TOTALS  ...  


No.  of  pupils 
inspected 


3.  **■?**  •*?**«$» 


Satisfactory 


Unsatisfactory. 


1328 

1328 

1505 

1505 

719 

719 

- 

1384 

1383 

1 

329 

329 

- 

93 

93 

mm 

5358 

5357 

1 

1 
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Kc)  Visual  Defects  and  External  Diseases  of  the  Bye 


Pour  hundred  and  fifty  three  children  we  re  found  at 
routine  medical  inspections  to  have  defective  vision.  Three 
hundred  and  sixty  required  treatment  and  the  remainder  requ- 
ired observation  only.  Of  four  thousand  and  two  children 
tested,  805  were  already  wearing  spectacles. 

In  addition  to  those  children  with  defective  vision, 
thirty-nine  children  were  found  with  squint  and  three  with 
other  forms  of  external  eye  disease. 


( d)  Par  Disease  and  Hearing  Defects 

At  Routine  Medical  Inspection,  sixty-three  children 
found  to  have  ear  trouble  were  dealt  with  as  follows; 


Referred  for 
Treatment 


Referred  for 
observation  Total 


Hearing  ...  ...  ...  33  8 41 

Otitis  Media  10  b n 


Other  6 


2 8 


(e)  Nose  and  Throat 

One  hundred  and  nineteen  children  were  referred  for 
treatment  and  one  hundred  and  forty-four  were  placed  under 
observation. 


(f )  Defective  Speech 

At  routine  inspection,  thirty  nine  children  were  found 
to  be  suffering  from  speech  defects.  Of  these,  four  were 
suffering  from  stammer,  three  from  lisp,  whilst  thirty-two 
children  were  suffering  from  other  forms  of  speech  defect. 
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(g)  Orthopaedic  Defects  . 

One  hundred  and  forty- two  children  were  discovered  at 


routine  medical 

inspection  as 

follows ; 

Requiring 

treatment 

For 

observation 

Total 

Posture 

3-i 

12 

43 

Feet 

51 

19 

70 

Other 

12 

17 

29 

(h)  Heart  and 

Circulation 

Eighteen  children  were  referred  for  treatment  and  ten 
for  observation  as  a .result  of  defects  found  at  Routine 
Medical  Inspections. 


(i)  Lungs 

Sixty-eight  children  were  found  to  have  respiratory 
defects  of  varying  degree , twenty  six  of  which  required 
treatment , 


( j)  Miscellaneous  Defects 

The  following  table  sets  out  details  of  other  defects 
found  at  Routine  Medical  Inspection; 


Table  b 


Defect 

Requiring 

Treatment 

For 

Observation 

Total 

Skin 

1 

1C 

11 

Lymphatic  Glands  . ...  ... 

- 

8 

8 

Developmental 

(a)Iiernia  ... 

2 

3 

5 

(b)Other  ... 

3 

bb 

bl 

Nervous  System 

(a)Epilepsy  .. 

mm 

1 

1 

(b)Other  ... 

- 

1 

1 

Psychological 

(a)  Developmental  .. 

7 

1 

8 

(b)  Stability 

6 

3 

9 

Other 

13 

9 

2b 
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Heights  and  Weights 


Table  5 


Year 

1 

BOYS 

GIRLS 

of  Birth 
of  Groups 
Examined 

No, 

Examined 

Average 
Height 
in  Inches 

. Average 
Weight 
in  Pounds 

No. 

Examined 

Average 
Height 
in  Inches 

Average 
Weight 
in  Pounds 

1941 

380 

63 

110 

; 

444 

61  j 

109 

1942 

263 

61  £ 

1 

102± 

360 

57i 

105 

■ 1944 

8 

57 

82 

12 

564 

' 

88 

1945 

111 

544 

7 h 

128 

554 

76 

1946 

230 

544 

73 

239 

53i 

72* 

1947 

216 

51 

61  i 

233 

504 

58 

19^:3 

509 

50 

53i 

470 

50 

554 

1949 

26 

46i 

51  i 

24 

45 

48£ 

1950 

177 

43i 

45 

178 

43^ 

434 

1951 

281 

42 

41 

259 

41  i 

394 

1952 

110 

ho 

37i 

106 

39 

35i 

1953 

22 

39i 

38 

34 

37 

37 
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WORK  OP  THE  SCHOOL  NURSES 
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Clinics 


SECTION 


T R t AT  M t N I 

• f 


Location  of  the  various  Clinics  are  shown  on  Page  5 of 
the  Report. 


Inspection  Clinic 

The  Inspection  Clinic,  at  which  the  School  Medical 
Officer  examines  children  referred  for  special  examination, is 
held  on  Wednesday  afternoons  and  Saturday'  mornings.  During 
the  year,  797  children  paid  1,073  visits  to  the  99  Clinics 
whi c h we  re  he 1 d . 

Minor  Ailments 

Treatments  are  given  every  morning  at  the  School  Clinic, 
by  a School  Medical  Officer  assisted  by  two  school  nurses. 


Table  J 


Complaint 

Cases 

Attendances 

: Ringworm  - Scalp  . . 

000  0 

— 

" ' Body  I . . 

0 0 0 0 0 

• j i 

• 

r li.- 

Scabies  . ...  .. 

0 -000  0 

5 

20 

Impetigo  . 

0 0 0 0 0 

28 

273 

1 Other  Skin  Diseases 

0 0 0 0 0 

216  ' 

886 

Minor  Injuries. 

0 0 0 0 0 

76 

583 

Verminous  Head. 

0 0 0 0 0 

25 

219 

Otorrhoea  

• 0 O 0 0 

6 

83 

Other  ear  defect  or 

di sease 

9 

165 

Blepharitis  

• 0 0 C 0 

11 

141 

Conjunctivitis. 

0 0 0 0 0 

11 

92 

Other  external  eye 

di  sease. 

8 

136 

Miscellaneous.. 

• 0 0 0 0 

165 

JJJO 

TOTALS 

560 

3368 

Tonsils  and  Adenoids 


In  all,  four  hundred  and  ninety  children  were  operated 
upon  during  the  year, three  hundred  and  forty-three  at  Queen's 
Park  Hospital,  and  one  hundred  and  forty-seven  at  the  Royal 
Infirmary,  At  the  end  of  the  year,  there  were  one  hundred 
and  six  (106)  children  cn  die  operation  waiting  list-  compiled 
hy  the  School  Health  Service. 

The  department  is  notified  of  all  children  operated. upon 
to  ensure  follow-up  on  discharge. 

Visual  Defects 


The  Authority  has  continued  to  use  the  Supplementary 
Ophthalmic  Services  for  the  supply  of  spectacles  to  school 
children. 

During  195^,  one  thousand  five  hundred  and  eighty-seven 
attendances  were  made  at  one  hundred  ' and  twenty  three 
Ophthalmic  sessions.  Of  these  attenders,  four  hundred  and 
twenty-four  were  new  cases;  spectacles  were  prescribed  for 
six  hundred  and  thirty-seven  children. 


Orthoptic  Clinic 

During  the  year,  nine  hundred  and  fifty-three  children 
made  three  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-one  attendances 
compared  with  nine  hundred  and  sixty,  and  five  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  ninety- three  respectively  the  previous  year. 

The  co-ordination  of  the  orthoptic  departments  at  Vic- 
toria Street  and  the  Royal  Infirmary  referred  to  by  the 
Consultant  Ophthalmologist,  Mr.  D . J.  Mitchell,  in  my  1955 
Report,  has  been  maintained, despite  our  inability  to  obtain 
a third  orthoptist,  with  benefit  to  the  patient  and  the 
departments  alike. 


The  Lancashire  Count y Council  has  continued  to  use  this 
service  for  County  children,  and  the  following  table  shows 
details  of  both  Borough  and  Ccmty  cases  treated  at  the  Clinic; 


— 

Cases 

Visits 

No. 

Cured 

No. Cosmetically 
straight 

No.  left 
District 

No.  of 
operations 

On  list  for 
operation 

BOROUGH 

439 

222C 

62 

39 

4 

j 120 

80 

COUNTY 

514 

1621 

55 

51 

3 

Totals 

953 

3841 

117 

90 

7 

120 

80 
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Child  Guidance 

— i — - --  - - ii  - - - - ~ 


The  Lancashire  County  Council's  Blackburn  Clinic  re- 
mained closed  during  1956. 

However,  negotiations  are  in  hand  at  present  and  it  is 
hoped  to  complete  arrangements  to  start  our  own  clinic  during 
the  ensuing  year. 

Heart , Rheumatism  and  Anaemia  Clinic 

During  the  year  seventy-nine  attendances  were  made  at 
the  Heart  Clinic,  which  the  Consultant  Cardiologist  attends 
once  per  month. 

The  following  table  sets  out  particulars  of  cases  seen 
during  the  year; 


Cases  referred  from  Routine 

Referred  for  Haemoglobin  Estimation 

1 

Medical  Inspection  etc,, 

22 

n fi  Electrocardiagraph 

10 

Number  of  re-visits 

57 

" " X-Ray 

8 

Total  attendances 

79 

n ” Blood  Sedimentation 

Cases  discharged  or  left  school 

25 

Rate 

mm 

Still  on  Register 

26 

Unfit  for  Exercises 

k 

Diagnoses  arrived  at  - 

Patent  ventricular  septum 

6 

Patent  ductus  arteriosus 

1 

Patent  atrial  septum 

3 

Subaortic  stenosis 

3 

Pulmonary  stenosis 

5 

Mitral  stenosis 

3 

Fallot* s tetralogy 

1 

Congenital  heart  block 

1 

Sinus  arrhythmia 

1 

Functional  bruit 

3 

Normal  heart  1 8 


Cleansing  of  Children 


Seven  thousand  nine  hundred  and  fifty-seven  treatments 
were  given  for  f,nitsn  and  pediculi  infest  at  ion  .-All  treatments 
were  carried  out  in  school. 


Ultra  Violet  Light-  Treatment 

Eighty-nine  school  children  underwent  ultra  violet  light 
treatment  and  received  a total  of  eight  hundred  and  seventy- 

cm 

two  e xp  o su  r e s . 
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Physiotherapy  and  Remedial  Exercises  Clinic, 


PATIENTS  TREATED  AT  THE  ORTHOPAEDIC  CLINIC  AND  OPEN  AIR  SCHOOL 

Table  8 


1 

REMEDIAL 

EXERCISES 

ELECTRICAL 

TREATMENT 

School 

Pre-School 

School 

Pre-School 

| 

Attend 

Attend 

Attend 

Attend 

Cases 

ances 

Cases 

ances 

Cases 

ances 

Cases 

ances 

Breathing  Exercises 

61 

928 

1 

5 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Postural  Defects 

37 

508 

1 

13 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Spinal  Curvature 

8 

84 

- 

- 

mm 

- 

- 

mm 

Poliomyelitis 

5 

127 

- 

- 

5 

127 

- 

- 

Congenital  Defects 

5 

135 

- 

- 

5 

135 

- 

- 

Defects  of  the  Feet 

135 

1069 

13 

99 

12 

91 

- 

- 

Genu  Valgum 

17 

188 

18 

226 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Result  of  Accident 

3 

34 

- 

1 

11 

- 

- 

Otorrhoea 

- 

- 

- 

3 

30 

- 

- 

Other 

12 

83 

1 

1 

4 

24 

— 

1 

TOTALS 

283 

3156 

34 

„ ....  .. 

344 



30 

413 

- 

Speech  Clinic 


The  following  combined  table  sets  out  details  of  cases 
dealt  with  at  the  two  Clinics  and  Four  Lanesf  End  Special 
School  during  the  year. 


Table  9 


— - 

Stammer 

Dyslalia 

Stammer  & 

Cleft 

Others 

Total 

Dyslalia 

Palate 

On  Register 
at  1,1.56. 

40 

50 

9 

6 

11 

116 

Admitted  ++ 

during  the  year 

13  (2) 

20  (5) 

2 

2 

2 (8) 

39  (15) 

Discharged 

18 

24  (13) 

2 

1 

1 (2) 

46  (15) 

Approaching 

discharge 

5 (3) 

10  (4) 

- 

1 0) 

16  ( 8) 

++  Figures  in  brackets  show  the  types  of  cases  under 
treatment  at  Four  Lames*  End  School  for  Educationally  Subnormal  Pupils. 


Cases  referred  to  Dental  Officer  3 

" n for  Tonsils  and 

adenoids  examination  5 

11  referred  to  Physiotherapy 

for  breathing  exercises  2 
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During  1956, Miss  Aspin  gave  talks  to  two  Parent/Teacher 
Association  Meetings  on  speech  disorders',  illustrating  the 
talks  by  the  use  of  tape  recordings. 

The  two  Speech  Therapists  between  them  ( working  the 
equivalent  of  1y  full-time  staff  ) have  continued  to  work 
from  the  Barton  Street  and  Health  Department  Clinics,  an 
unsatisfactory  arrangement  which  will  cease  in  1957  when 
alterations  at  the  District  Nurses’  Horne  will  provide  three 
rooms  on  the  top  floor  for.  Speech  Clinic  use  and  thus 
alleviate  a situation  which  has  caused  some  concern  and  to 
which  I have  referred  from  time  to  time  in  previous  Reports, 

The  new  accommodation  will  allow  for  treatment  in 
comparative  quiet,  after  a background  of  machine  shop  and 
gymnasia  classes  at  Barton  Street,  and  traffic  noise  at 
Victoria  Street,  of  benefit  to  patient  and  Therapist  alike. 
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I 


S E C i I 0 N T H R E E 


dental 


INSPECTION 


and  treatment 


I am  indebted  to  Mr.  J.  Rigby,  L.D.S.,  principal  Dental 
Officer,  for  the  following  report  on  the  work  of  the  School 
Dental  Service  during  1956:- 

"A  total  of  69  primary  schools  and  16  secondary  schools  have 
been  inspected  during  the  year.  This  has  been  accomplished 
with  a staff  of  two  full-time  officers,a  third  working  part- 
time. 


It  has  been  found  possible  to  achieve  a twelve  monthly 
period  between  routine  inspections  which  led  to  an  apprec- 
iable increase  in  the  total  number  of  Inspections  carried 
out, 


During  visits  to  schools,  one  sees  a great  number  of 
cases  whose  parents  have  undertaken  to  obtain  treatment 
privately  and  have  not  done  so, in  some  cases  through  apathy, 
in  others  through  more  51  shifty'5  motive  and  intention  to  evade 
routine  treatment,  A proportion  of  those  who  have  promised 
to  obtain  treatment  privately  have  obtained  only  just  enough 
enough  to  relieve  toothache.  However,  an  alteration,  agreed 
with  the  dental  profession,  in  the  wording  of  the  present 
consent  form  may  effect  some  improvement  in  this  direction. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year,  certain  structural  impro- 
vements were  carried  out  in  two  of  the  dental  clinics,  and 
modernization  of  their  equipment  was  begun.  It  is  hoped  that 
a dark  room,  cum  workroom, will  be  provided  shortly  and  enable 
the  processing  of  X-ray  films  and  prosthetic  work,  connected 
with  dentures  and  the  orthodontic  clinic,  to  be  more  effect- 
ively carried  out. 

Turning  to  the  orthodontic  side,  the  augmenting,  by  50$, 
of  the  number  of  sessions  chvoted  tto  this  aspect  of  dentistry 
and  the  provision  of  an  electric  spot  welder,  will,  i t is 
hoped,  help  to  relieve  the  already  long  waiting  list  for 
treatment. 

In  conclusion,  I would  like  to  thank  the  teaching  staff 
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for  their  ready  co-operation, and  the  dental  staff  for  the 
hard  work  put  in  during  the  year. 


J*  RIGBY, 

Principal  Dental  Officer". 


The  appended  tables  summarise  the  work  done  in 

department  during  195$: 

«•  . • 


ROUTINE  DENTAL  TREATMENT 

Permanent  Teeth  Filled 

2942 

Temporary  Teeth  Filled 

15 4 

Extractions 

5191 

Other  Operations 

837 

General  Anaesthetics 

634 

Percentage  who  refused  treatment 

5-25 

Percentage  with  dental  caries 

68.66 

Percentage  of  appointments  kept 

90.00 

ORTHODONTIC  TREATMENT 
(By  the  Consultant  Orthodontist, 

Mr,  L.C.G. HODGKINS,  L.D.S.) 

Cases  carried  over  from  previous  year 

68 

Cases  commenced  during  the  year 

•17 

Cases  completed  during  the  year 

10 

Cases  discontinued  during  the  year 

2 

Pupils  treated  with  Appliances 

kk 

Removable  Appliances  fitted 

kl 

Fixed  Appliances  fitted  ' 

5 

Total  number  of  attendances  during 

the  year 

431 

the 


20 


Eh 

Ss? 

pq 

Eh 

<=4 

pq 

P 

Eh 

P 

Eh 

P 

pq 

fi 


vO 

in 

ov 


IT\  OV-d* 

r--d;  rr 

CT\  fM  ov 
LA  LO  CM 


Ln  o>  ov  gv 

LPi  LAI^O 

cr\  cn-d-  cr\ 

v-  lo  tn  cm 


v-< 

O 

P 

CD 

.a 

S 

P 

a 

CD 

.C 

4-3 

o 

4-3 

CD 

•a 


a) 

0, 

l 

o 


o 


c 

Cl) 

4J 

4-1 

C d 


c/1 

s 

•a 

a) 

4-> 

SCD 
1 — t 

a 
ft  Q 
ft  o 

CD  o 


CO 


CO 

0)  CO  CD 
4-1 

c 

CD  O 
TO  £ 

4-3 

C 


,C 

ft 


CO 

cd 


CD 

C 


O 4-3 

a p 
a o 
o cd  cn 

4-3 

<V-(  V-i 

CO  o o 

ft 

C ft  ft 

CD  CD  CD 

e -g  jq 


4-3 

p 


c2 

5 

— < G C 
O 

ft  CD  CD 
ft  JP  .C 

<fj  £~i  £-h 


Q> 

s 


CO 

c 

o 

CO 

CO 

as 

to 

CD 

•o 

p 

(-4 


+ 


21 


SECTION 


F 0 U R 


I N f t C T I 0 U S D I S E A 5 E S 


Information  as  to  tte  iicidence  of  non~no tillable  infectious, 
disease  is  obtained  from  teachers,  welfare  officers,  public 
health  inspectors,  health  visitors  and  parents. 

The  following  table  gives  particulars  of  cases  occurring 
in  school  children  during  1956. 


Table  11 


Scarlet 

Fever 

Diphtheria 

Measles 

. . 

Whooping 

Cough 

1 

Chicken  Pox 

Mumps 

1 

Dysentery 

Primary 

Pneumonia 

Acute 

Poliomyelitis 

Cerebro- 
spinal Fever 

January 

2 

mm 

12 

17 

19 

1 

3 

4 

mm 

rl 

February 

2 

- 

29 

9 

64 

6 

1 

1 

- 

mm 

March 

3 

- 

37 

22 

8C 

30 

5 

1 

— 

— 

April 

- 

- 

55 

37 

26 

24 

— 

2 

mm 

- 

May 

4 

- 

68 

82 

62 

30 

5 

2 

- 

mm 

June 

4 

- 

9 

80 

79 

4 

- 

1 

- 

- 

July 

- 

mm 

9 

20 

16 

2 

- 

1 

- 

August 

- 

- 

20 

5 

2 

— 

1 

- 

— 

— 

September 

- 

- 

4 

4 

12 

1 

1 

*— » 

— 

October 

2 

— 

36 

6 

27 

5 

mm 

— 

— 

— 

November 

1 

- 

4l 

2 

84 

- 

5 

1 

- 

mmm 

December 

0m 

mm 

93 

1 

65 

mm 

11 

mm 

1 

mm 

TOTALS 

18 

413 

285 

536 

103 

32 

13 

1 

mm 
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SECTION  FIVE 

« 

handicapped  pupils 


A s c e rt ainme nt 


The  arrangements  for  the  ascertainment  of  pupils 
requiring  special  educational  treatment  are  covered  in  my 
Report  for  1953* 

Special  School  provision 


There  are  three  special  sohocils  provided  by  the  Authority, 
an  Open  Air  School  for  delicate  children,  a school  for  par- 
tially sighted  pupils  incorporation  park  and  the  Pour  Lanesf 
Pnd  school  for  Educationally  Subnormal  Pupils. 

Partially  Blind  pupils  are  admitted  to  the  school  for  partially 
sighted  pupils  In  the  Corporation  Park,  At  the  end  of  the 
year,  thirteen  children  (five  boys  and  eight  girls)  within 
the  age  range  of  seven  to  fifteen  were  in  attendance, 

A full  report  of  the  School’ s activities  was  contained 
in  my  report  for  1934-* 


Open  Air  School 

■ ■ — im  , inn  ■■  ...  ■■■,,  f 

Twenty-six  children  v/ere  admitted  and  twenty-one  dis- 
charged during  the  year,  one  hundred  and  se venter-nine  being 
in  attendance  at  the  end  of  1 956 » The  average  duration  of 
attendance  of  those  discharged  was 'two ' years  three  months 
and  the  average  increase  in  weight  v/as  eleven  and  a quarter 
pounds  (11i  lbs,) 


23 


The  reasons  for  the  admission  of  the  twenty- six  new 
cases  during  the  year  were  as  follows • - 


Subnormal  Nutrition 
Bronchial  Asthma' 

General  Debility 
Bronchitis 
Nausea  and  vomiting 
Microcephaly 
Epilepsy'  : 

Spinal  curvature 
Bronchi®# tasis 
Congenital  Heart  Disease 
Neurosis 


5 

1 

3 

3 

1 

1 

1 

i 

k 

1 

5 


Pupils  are  selected  for  admission  by  the  School  Medical 
Officer  who  re-examines  them  on  admission  to  the  school  and 
at  regular  intervals  thereafter.  During  the  year,  eight 
hundred  and  twenty-one  such  inspections  we  re  made.. 

Each  child  has  milk  twice  a day  (taken  with  biscuit  or 
sandwich)  and  a hot  mid-day  meal; there  is  a daily  rest  period 
of  one  hour.  Certain  children  have  undergone  courses  of 
adexolin,  fersolate,  and  other  tonics. 


Children  suffering  from  Asthma  have  breathing  and 
postural  exercises  from  one  of  the  Health  Department  physio- 
therapists. Twenty-one  children  were  also  given  postural 
exercises  by  the  Head  Teacher. 

Minor  ailments  are  treated  by  the  School  Nurse  who  also 
superintends  the  weekly  shower  bath  of  each  child.  Every 
child  is  weighed  at  least  once  a month.  During  the  year,  the 
School  Medical  Officer  also  attended  sixty- five  minor  ailments 
In  addition, the  School  Nurse  carried  out  regular  cleanliness 
inspections,  as  a result  of  which  twenty-eight  children  were 
treated  with  D.D.T.  hair  emulsion. 


Attendances  during  1956  were  satisfactory;  average 
attendance  was  1 50. 6 , the  highest  weekly  percentage  of  average 
attendance  being  88.7  per  cent. 


Educationally  Subnormal  Pupils 


At  the  end  of  1956,  one  hundred  children  (56  boys  and 
44  girls)  were  in  attendance  at  the  Four  Lanes’  End  Special 
School. 


2 k 


My  thanks  are  due  to  Hr.  F.  Duerden,  Head  Teacher, for 
the  following  report  on  the  activities  of  the  school  during 
1956. 


"Throughout  the  year  the  school  has  been  full  to  capacity  with  one 
hundred  children  on  roll*  Due  to  the  physical  limitations  on  the  siseof 
the  school  and  the  fact  that  each  class  contains  the  maximum  number  of 
pupils  allowed  by  the  Ministry  of  Education, the  internal  organisation  of 
classes  ( by  age  for  normal  subjects  )and  groups  ( by  ability  for  basic 
subjects  ) is  a major  undertaking  at  the  beginning  of  each  term.  For 
instance, the  last  five  new  entrants  necessitated  over  fifty  changes  of 
individual  children  between  classes  and  groups.  This  is  a disturbing 
influence  to  the  children  involved  but  I see  no  way  of  avoiding  this 
until  adequate  accommodation  is  available.  The  age  balance  of  the  school 
also  provides  additional  problems  but  this  can,  over  a period,  be  recti- 
fied by  judicious  selection  of  new  entrants  by  age.  With  this  in  mind 
entrants  have  been  selected  as  far  as  possible  from  the  six  to  eight  age 
groups.  Unfortunately  this  does  not  allow  for  the  special  cases  of  older 
children  who  are  specifically  referred  by  the  Medical  Officer.  Despite 
the  fact  that  twenty-two  vacancies  were  filled  during  the  year,  the 
waiting-list  of  children  already  ascertained  is  steadily  increasing. 
The  problem  of  fully  implementing  the  recommendations  of  the  Medical 
Officer  will  become  more  acute  each  year  so  long  as  accommodation  is  so 
limited. 

Of  the  twenty-two  who  left  during  the  year,  fifteen  secured  employ- 
ment, three  left  town,  one  entered  a residential  school,  and  three  were 
returned  to  Secondary  Modern  Schools.  The  initial  employment  secured  by 
the  leavers  was  as  follows: 


Boys: 

2 Apprentice  Joiners 

1 Semi-skilled  sheet  metal  worker 

2 Labourers 

1 Baker 

1 Reacher 

2 Slipper  Workers 

1 Van  boy 

1 Warehouse  boy 

Girls: 

1 Laundry  worker 

2 Slipper  workers 

1 Christmas  card  worker 

With  the  co-operation  of  the  Youth  Employment  Officer  I intend  to 
follow-up  these  cases  to  ascertain  how  the  children  adapt  themselves  to 
employment.  Providing  they  receive  reasonably  sympathetic  treatment  in 
the  early  stages  I see  no  reason  to  doubt  their  ability  to  adjust  them- 
selves in  this  respect.  In  fact  they  should  compare  favourably  with 
E.S.N.  children  in  ordinary  schools  who  have  not  had  the  advantage  of 
attending  here. 

The  problem  of  disposing  of  those  children  who  so  respond  to  treat- 
ment here  as  to  be  capable, in  our  opinion, of  maintaining  steady  progress 
in  ordinary  schools  is  a thorny  one.  It  is  true  that  these  children  are 
still  educationally  sub-normal  and  theorectically  should  remain  with  us 
but  it  must  be  appreciated  that  at  a conservative  estimate  there  must  be 
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over  two  hundred  children  in  Blackburn  who  would  qualify  for  entry  to 
this  school.  The  children  in  attendance  here  can  only  be  a representative 
cross  section  which,  in  effect  means  that  there  are  many  children  outside 
the  school  more  limited  in  mental  ability  than  some  of  those  inside  it. 
The  effect  of  transferring  is  twofold  - the  child  is  given  the  opportunity 
of  working  in  a normal  school  environment  of  a wider  and  more  detailed 
nature  than  can  be  given  here,  and  new  children  can  be  given  the  chance 
of  recovery.  Careful  thought  is  given  to  these  cases  before  theyare 
referred  to  the  Medical  Officer,  since  the  basic  factor  is  how  they  will 
adjust  themselves  to  new  conditions.  I am  happy  to  report  that  in  every 
case  the  receiving  Headmasters  have  given  these  children  excellent  reports 
for  conduct,  ability,  and  general  progress, comparing  them  favourably  with 
a great  number  of  their  fellows. 

There  is  still  a great  deal  of  misconception,  even  4n  official 
circles,  about  the  true  function  of  this  school.  Each  child,  prior  to 
entry,  is  ascertained  by  the  Medical  Officer  to  be  of  limited  mental 
ability.  The  aim  of  the  school  is  not  to  subject  children  to  an  intensive 
course  of  teaching  to  enable  them  to  return  at  the  earliest  possible 
moment  to  an  ordinary  school,  but  rather  to  provide  conditions  in  which 
the  child  may  be  able  to  work  to  his  full  capacity  and  so  to  adjust  him- 
self that  eventually  he  will  be  able  to  take  his  place  in  the  community 
as  a balanced  adult.  On  the  whole,  satisfactory  progress  is  being  made 
in  academic  subjects  but  it  would  appear  that  with  this  type  of  child  it 
will  be  more  important  to  train  character  than  to  impart  knowledge  or 
intellectual  skill.  A child  with  limited  mental  ability  will  always 
remain  so,  but  he  need  not  grow  up  to  be  a wastrel.  The  child  who  has 
fallen  behind  his  fellows  because  of  absence  from  school  or  imperfect 
understanding  of  a particular  process,but  is  of  normal  mental  ability  can 
easily  be  recovered  in  his  own  school  by  individual  attention  over  a 
relatively  short  period. 

Organisation  has  remained  as  flexible  as  possible  to  allow  for  the 
individual  needs  of  the  children,  and  there  is  no  hesitation  in  changing 
methods  or  timetable  with  this  in  view.  The  thought  and  effort  which  are 
being  expended  in  treating  emotional  disturbances  and  encouraging  self 
reliance,  confidence  and  control  are  showing  marked  results  in  all  but  a 
few  cases.  These  are  the  children  who  are  maladjusted  to  such  an  extent 
that  they  require  specialised  treatment  in  a Child  Guidance  Clinic. Whilst 
realising  the  difficulties  involved  I feel  that  the  setting  up  of  such  a 
Clinic  should  be  given  priority  in  planning  the  development  of  both  the 
medical  and  educational  services.  The  Speech  Therapist  still  attends  the 
school  for  one  session  per  week.  After  diagnosis  some  cases  receive 
weekly  treatment,  some  fortnightly  and  some  are  kept  under  observation  for 
periodic  treatment.  During  the  year  fifteen  were  discharged  but  there  is 
still  a need  for  this  service  in  school,  since, in  addition  to  the  cases 
requiring  prolonged  treatment , about  one  third  of  all  new  entrants  require 
some  form  of  treatment,  I am  grateful  for  the  co-operation  of  the  Medical 
Officer  in  providing  this  treatment  on  the  school  premises,  and  also  for 
the  attention  his  staff  give  to  children  who  are  referred  to  the  Clinics 
for  minor  physical  defects  which  we  feel  might  have,  some  bearing  on  the 
learning  situation. 

Whilst  not  subscribing  to  the  popularly  held  idea  that  "dull51  child- 
ren are  automatically  good  at  practical  subjects,  I feel  that  it  is  of 
the  utmost  importance  to  make  provision  for  these  subjects.  The  provision 
of  Handicraft  and  Domestic  instruction  for  all  children  over  eleven  is 
still  a source  of  worry.  Despite  the  best  efforts  of  everyone  concerned 
two  groups  of  girls  are  still  alternating  at  one  centre,  receiving 
instruction  once  a fortnight.  Bearing  in  mind  that  these  children  are 
naturally  slow  in  response,  the  amount  of  effective  work  which  can  be 
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undertaken  in  the  time  .available  is  very  limited.  All  eligible  boys  visit 
Handicraft  Centres  weekly, but  in  this  case  the  difficulty  is  the  distance 
involved  - two  groups  at  Moss  Street  Centre  and  one  at  Moorgate.  It  is 
worthy  of  note  that  'one.  boy  was  awarded,  a ; first  prize  at  Blackburn 
Agricultural  Show  for  a coffee  table  which  he  had  made.  Owing  to  delays 
in  fencing,  the  school  garden  only  became  available  during  the  growing 
season.  This  naturally  limited  the  scope  of  the  work  undertaken  but  the 
results  were  encouraging, in  particular  the  interest  shown  by  the  children 
in  this  new  activity.  The  Physical  Education  Organisers  have  been  able 
to  allocate  full  swimming  periods  to  the  school,  thus  allowing  all  pupils 
who  are  eligible  to  be 'given 'instruction  if  they  so  desire.  In  addition 
to  the  usual  learner  and  progress  certificates,  five  elementary  and  one 
intermediate  life-saving  certificates ’were 'obtained.  Apart  from  their 
value  in  providing  interests  in  after  life  these  children  psrfcioularly 
respond  to  subjects  where  there  is  something  tangible  to  show  for  concen- 
trated effort.  This  attitude  provides  a solid  basis  for  encouraging 
effort  and  application  when  the 'result  is  of  a more  intangible  nature. 
The  school  can  never  be  fully  effective  until  all  these  activities  and 
ancillary  services  are  centred  on  one  building, 

I am  grateful  to  ’ the  Education  Committee  and  its  Officers  for 
sympathetic  consideration  of  the  special 'problems  of  this  school,  but 
above  all  to  my  Staff ’fdr  their  'devoted  work,  often  under  difficult 
conditions,  and  for  their  cheerful  willingness  to  undertake  extra  work 
without  being  required  to  do  so,  if  it  is  for  the  ultimate  benefit  of 
the  children  in  their  -0006,  . . - • 4 / ' 


Frank  Duerden, 


Headmaster” , 
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% * ) ■'  >*1  * * H 


f t f * • » 

' * * }•  ; < 


EDUCATION 

- * » -i 


IN  SPECIAL  .SCHOOLS 
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Ascertained  Special'  Schools 
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Dein£ 

educated  under 
Section  36 

Requiring 

places 

Blind  

- 

■1  • V 

• t ^ 
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’ * 1 1 

1 

, 

j 3 * • 

mi, 

■ ■ . 

- 

Partially  Sighted, 
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13 

' . . 

- 

Deaf  0 9 # 1 # • • 

2 

2 

9 

Partially  Deaf. 

— 

2 

1 

Delicate,.  ... 

26 

29 

180 

- 

11 

Phys.,  Handicapped. 

..I  .3  < > 1 

"3  ' • 1 

■ 

. . .9.  • 

7 

1 

Educationally  Subn 

16'  " 
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tOQ 
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2 

ho 

Maladjusted  ... 

- 

3 

- 

1 

Epileptic 

. 

3 

— 
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. - . ...  . . 

■hi-  ■■ 
— — — - 

: 59  ; 

293 

• 44 

. ... 

9 • 
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* * ’ January  31 st , 1957,  .NOT  December  31 st,  1936, 
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ANALYSIS  OF  SPECIAL  SCHOOLS  TO  WHICH  BLACKBURN  CHILDREN  HAVE  BEEN  ADMITTED 


At  the  end  of  the  year,  336  children  (18?  boys  and  lk9  girls)  were  in  special 
Schools  as  follows: 

BLIND  PUPILS 

Boys  Girls 

School  for  the  Blind,  Liverpool...  ...  ...  ...  .....  - 1 

Wavertree  School,  Liverpool...  ...  ...  ...  - 1 

Sunshine  Home,  Southport 1 

PARTIALLY  SIGHTED  PUPILS 

Partially  Sighted  Class,  Corporation  Park,  Blackburn..  ..5  8 

DEAF  PUPILS 

Royal  Cross  School  for  the  Deaf,  Preston  3 3 

St.  John’s,  Boston  Spa  ..  2 

Thomasson  Memorial  School,  Bolton.  ...  *.  - 1 

PARTIALLY  DEAF  PUPILS 

School  for  the  Partially  Deaf,  Liverpool - 2 

DELICATE  PUPILS 

Black-a -Moor  Open  Air  School  ...  ...  ...  96  83 

EDUCATIONALLY  SUBNORMAL  PUPILS 

St.  Joseph* s,  Cranleigh  ......  ...  ...  ...  ...  ..  1 

Four  Lanes*  End  Special  School ...  56  kk 

Pontville  Special  School,  Ormskirk  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

All  Souls,  Hillingden  ...  - 1 

Beacon  School,  Lichfield  ......  ...  1 

Allerton  Priory,  Liverpool  ...  - 1 

Widdlcombe  House,  Stokenham,  Devon  ...  ...  ..  1 

Crowthorn,  Bolton  ......  ...  ...  ...  ...  ••  3 

Rudolf  Steiner,  Aberdeen  ......  ...  ...  ...  ...  ..  - 1 

Stone  Cross,  Ulverston  ...  ...  ..  1 

MALADJUSTED  PUPILS 

Red  Hill,  East  Sutton  ...  ......  ...  ...  ...  ...  ,.  1 

St.  Nicholas’  Homes,  St.  Leonard ’s-on-Sea...  ..2  1 

Wennington  Hall  , ...  ...  ...  ...  ..  1 

EPILEPTIC  PUPILS 

Soss  Moss,  Cheshire..  ...  ...  ...  ...  ..  1 

Maghull,  Liverpool  .....  ......  ...  ..  2 

PHYSICALLY  HANDICAPPED 

St.  John’s,  Woodford  Bridge...  ...  ...  ...  ..2 

Bethesda  Hone,  Manchester  .,  - 1 

Bradstock  Lockett,  Southport ...  ...  ...  ..  2 

Exhall  Grange,  Warwick...  ......  ...  ,.  1 

Bleasdale  House,  Silverdale. .,  1 

West  Kirby  - 1 

Rudolf  Steiner,  Aberdeen.  ...  ...  ...  ..  1 
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SECTION  SIX 


M I $CEl*X  AN  ECUS 


Co-operation 

Teachers , parents  and  School  Y/elfare Officers  have  fully 
co-operated  in  the  work  of  the  School  Medical  Department*  To 
them  my  thanks  are  expressed. 

National  Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Children* 

During  the  year  1956, ten  cases  were  reported  through  the 
School  Health  Service 9 involving  the  welfare  of  twenty-five 
children.  Court  proceedings  were  initiated  in  two  of  these 
cases  and  the  parents  sent  to  prison,  the  children  being 
taken  into  care.  The  other  cases  responded  to  warnings  and 
advice  * 

Employment  of  Children  and  Young  Persons 

School  Medical  Officers  examined  1713  children  for 
employment  during  1956. 

322  children  (254  boys  and  68  girls)were  newly  licensed 
fop  employment  out  of  school  hours* 


Deaths  of  School  Children,  1956 


Congenital  Heart 
Generalised  Carcinomatosis 
Accident 


1 


1 


3 


29 


Nursery  Classes 


There  are  thirty-six  Nursery  Classes  in  the  Borough  for 
the  accommodation  of  children  between  the  ages  of  three  and 
five  years.  Inspection  findings  of  children  in  attendance  at 
these  classes  are  incorporated  in  the  ’’Entrant"  Group  of 
routine  medical  inspection. 

The  number  of*  children  on  the  rolls  at  the  end  of  the 
year  was  1 01 1 , 

School  Nurses  visit  each..,.  Nursery  Class  at  frequent 
regular  intervals. 

Physical  Education 


I am  indebted  to  the  Chief  Education  Officer  for  the 
following  Report  on  physical  education  in  the  schools, 

"Results  of  the  highly  successful  course  for  men  and 
women  teachers  in  primary  schools,  conducted  by  the  Education 
Committee’s  Organisers  of  Physical  Education,  are  now  becom- 

ing  apparent  in  most  primary  schools.  During  the  year  a 

Refresher  Course  in  connection  with  the  above  has  been  held. 

Additional  courses  for  secondary  school  teachers  have  been 
•held  and  National  Dancing  ; and  Athletics  Courses  have  been 
included  in  the  programme  for  1957,  Boys’  Secondary  Schools 
have  taken  advantage  of  the  Lancashire  Football  Association’s 
Coaching  Scheme  and  several  teachers  have  taken  the  Lancashire 
Youth  Ccuccil  Cricket  Course. 

Alongside  this  continued  interest  in  the  teaching  of 
physical  education,  the  demands  for  small  and  large  equipment 
are  necessarily  increasing.  Our  new  schools  are  equipped  as 
well  as  any  in  the  country,  but  there  are  certainly  many 
problems  in  the  older  type  of  school, The.  shortage  of  suitable 
indoor  accommodation  in  many  schools  causes  a break  in  the 
physical  education  programme,  especially  during  the  winter 
months.  A pressing  problem  is  the  condition  of  floors  in  many 
schools;  these  floors  are  outworn  and  have  been  rendered 
dangerous  by  protruding  nails,  apl inters  and  uneven  surfaces. 

However,  steps  are  being  taken  to  replace  or  repair  these 
floors  as  soon  as  possible. 

In  the  planning  of  new  schools  there  has  been  continued 
liaison  between  the  schools’  architects  and  the  Organisers  of 
Physical  Education. 

GAMES  AMD  ATHLETICS, 

Much  enthusiasm  has  been  shown  in  the  annual  netball  and 
football  competitions  for  both  secondary  and  primary  schools. 

These  competitions  have  done  much  to  raise  the  general  stan- 
dard of  play  in  the  Borough, and fll  this  would  not  be  possible 
without  the  continued  help  of  teachers  during  out-of-school 
hours. 
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Most  secondary  schools,  and  a number  of  junior  schools, 
held  their  own  Sports  Days,  and  Inter-Secondary  and  Inter- 
Primary  Schools*  sports  finals  were  held  at  Pleckgate.  To 
carry  on  the  sound  work  done  in  the  secondary  schools  in 
athletics,  and  to  cater  for  the  youth  of  the  town,  organised 
practices  have  been  held,  twice  weekly,  in  the  evenings  at 
Pleckgate,  with  recognized  A.A.A.  coaches  in' attendance. 

X 

Through  providing  reasonable  conditions  for  organised 
games,  it  is  noticeable  that  children  are  becoming  more  aware 
of  the  benefits  of  changing  into  suitable  attire  for  all 
activity. 

Research  on  the  suitability  of  a new  type  of  artificial 
cricket  wicket  has  been  carried  out  during  the  past  year.  The 
findings  of  this  research  will  be  soon  available  and  it  is 
hoped  that  this  type  of  wicket  will  prove  most  helpful  in  the 
coaching  of  cricket  at  all  levels. 

Due  to  increased  interest  in  all  branches  of  physical 
education, it  is  becoming  extremely  difficult  to  cater  for  all 
demands  at  Pleckgate  Playing  Fields,  Consideration  is  being 
given  to  the  more  extensive  use  of  playing  fields  attached  to 
schools, 

SWIMMING  AND  LIFE-SAVING 

There  are  still  more  demands  for  extra  swimming  instruc- 
tion periods  than  can  be  granted.  Howeve'r,  children  from  most 
secondary  schools  and  all  primary  schools  attend  the  baths. 
Priority  is  given  to  children  from  the  latter, and  instruction 
is  so  arranged  that'  at  least  all  children  in  the  top  class 
are  able  to  attend  the  baths. In  addition,  each  child  receives 
further  tuition  in  the  secondary  school. Most  boys*  and  girls* 
secondary  schools  have  held  their  own  swimming  galas  during 
the  year  and  several  Blackburn  children  have  represented 
Lancashire  County  in  swimming  events,  and  two  boys  and  one 
girl  competed  in  the  English  Championships. Style  and  Progress 
Certificates  are  ■ still  continuing  to  improve  the  standard  of 
swimming  in  our  schools,  and  the  number  of  life  saving  awards 
obtained  by  Blackburn  schoolchildren  during  the  past  years  is 
the  highest  ever  obtained. 

It  was  interesting  to  note  that  although  Bangor  Street 
Boys*  School  relinquished  their  hold  on  the  Maud  Russell  Rose 
Bowl  and  the  Sir  John  Singleton  Trophy,  another  Blackburn 
School,  Blakey  Moor  Boys’  Secondary  School,  was  successful  in 
obtaining  both  these  -trophies.  It  is  to  be  noted  that  this  is 
no  mean  achievement,  since  these  competitions  are  open  to  all 
schools  in  North  East  Lancashire. 

HARRISON  GYMNASIUM 

Good  attendances  for  evening  recreative  physical  train- 
ing classes  have  been  maintained  throughout  the  year.  During 
school  hours,  full  programmes  have  been  completed  by  the 
Technical  and  Grammar  Schools  and  nearby  primary  schools.  The 
football  section  has  had  a very  successful  season  and  the  1st 
XI  have  reached  the  final  of  the  Blackburn  Combination, Divis- 
ion 1 Cup  Competition.  The  2nd  XI  are  in  the  running  for  the 
Fourth  Division  Championship  in  the  Blackburn  Combination. 
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During  March  a successful  Youth  Gymkhana  was  held  at  the 
Harrison  Gymnasium*  This  was  arranged  to  give  the  Youth  of 
Blackburn  some  idea  of  the  facilities  available  in  the  various 
branches  of  Physical  Education. 

BARTON  STREET  GYMNASIUM 

This  gymnasium,  which  is  used  during  school  time  by  the 
Technical  and  Grammar  Schools  and  Blakey  Moor  Boys*  School,! s 
also  extensively  used  throughout  the  year  for  recreative 
physical  training  (boys  and  girls),  Scottish  Country  Dancing 
and  Teachers*  Courses.”  . v 


School  Meals  Service 


Milk  supplied  in  Schools.  During  the  year  2,710,123.  bottles 
(each  bottle  containing  $ pint)were  supplied  to  children 
free  of  charge,  as  follows:- 


Blackamoor  Open  Air  School 

58,459 

Four  Lanes*  End  Special  School 

19,006 

Myope  School 

2,326 

Nursery  Schools 

27,775 

Non-Mai ntained  Schools 

94,799 

Sep. 

Secondary  Schools 

693,310 

Junior  and  Infants*  Schools 

1 ,808, 648 

( from 
only) 


Schools  Meals  Service.  Meals  supplied  to  children  during  the 

year. 


Meals  supplied  free ' 

(necessitous  cases)  75,954 

Meals  supplied  for  payment  1,376,274 

Nursery  Schools  (Paid  18,275 

(Free  471  18,746 

Special  Schools  (Paid  44,897 

Free  4,240  49,137 

Queen  Elizabeth*s  Grammar  School  26,550 


Total  meals  supplied  during  the 

year  to  schoolchildren  1,546,661 


Average  daily  number  fed  during  each  month  in  1956  :• 


January 

9009 

May 

3624 

September 

8977 

February 

8795 

June 

8752 

October 

9033 

March 

8741 

July 

8849 

November 

9020 

April 

8946 

August 

107 

December 

8975 
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Table  13 

MEDIGAL  INSPECTION  OP  PUPILS  ATTENDING-  ivAINTAINED 

PRIMARY  AND  SECONDARY  SCHOOLS  , . 

A - PERIODIC  MEDICAL  INSPECTION 

Age  Groups  inspected  and  Number  of  Children  examined  in  each: 


Entrants  , , . ...  ...  ...  1328 

8-9  Years.  ...  ...  ...  1505 

10-11  Years 719 

14  - 15  Years  ...  ...  ...  1384 

15-16  Years  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  329 

Total  5265 

Additional  Periodic  Inspections 93 

Grand  Total  ...  ...  ...  ...  5358 


B - OTHER  INSPECTIONS 

No*. of  Special  Inspections  ...  ...  ...  797 

No.  of  Re-Inspections.  ...  ...  2762 

3559 

C - PUPILS  POUND  TO  REQUIRE  ^ T'REATi/TENT. 


Number  of  Individual  Pupils  found  at  Periodic  Medical  Inspection  to  Require 
Treatment  (excluding  Dental  Diseases  and  Infestation  with  Vermin) 


Group 

. 

For  Defective 
vision(excluding 
squint) 

For  any  of 
the  other 
conditions 
in  Table  14 

Total 

individual 

pupils 

■ Entrants  

*1 

123 

1l6 

8-9  Years...  ... 

108 

117 

214 

10-11  Years 

70 

62 

127 

14-15  Years. . . ... 

151 

■ 83 

221 

15-16  Years 

28 

10 

38 

.Total 

358 

395 

716 

Other  Periodic  Insps.. 

2 

7 

8 

Grand  Total  

• 

- ■ ■■  ■ ■ — » — — — — — — — — ... i 

360 

402 

724 
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PERIODIC  INSPECTIONS 

Table  14 


PERIODIC  INSPECTIONS  7 

TOTAL 

(including  all 
;other  age  groi^ 
inspected) 

Defect 

Entrants 

Leavers 

Code 

No. 

Defect  or  Disease 

&eq»g 

Treat- 

ment 

Reqtg 

Obser- 

vation 

Reqig 

Treat- 

ment 

Reqfg 

Obser- 

vation 

Req*g 

Treat- 

ment 

Reqfg 

Obser- 

vation 

k 

qv-t 

ni  « « i #•»  9 e » 9 

- 

9 

— 

1 

1 

10 

5 

Eyes  - (a)  Vision 

1 

1 

179 

5 

360 

93 

(b)  Squint 

18 

1 

1 

- 

37 

2 

(c)  Other 

- 

- - 

- 

- 

3 

— 

6 

Ears  - (a)  Hearing 

3 

4 

16 

1 

33 

8 

(b)  Otitis 

Media 

3 

2 

5 

10 

4 

(c)  Other 

5 

2 

1 

- 

6 

2 

7 

Nose  or  Throat  ...  ■. 

50  * 

•80  ‘ 

27‘ 

- 

119 

144 

8 

Speech ...  . 

* ’8  •• 

12 

3 

- 

22 

17 

9 

Lymphatic  Glands.. -. 

■ - •-  - ■ • 

. t . 

- 

- 

- 

8 

10 

Heart ...  . • »■  . . .'  « 

- ■ 3 • ’ ' 

9 

10 

- 

18 

10 

11 

Lungs...  ...  ...  . 

••'5  • ' 

31* 

8 

mm 

26 

42 

12 

Developmental  - 

(a)  Hernia 

2 

2 

3 

(b)  Other 

3 

17 

- 

2 

3 

44 

13 

Orthopaedic  - 

(a)  Posture 

7 

6 

4 

31 

12 

(b)  Feet" 

11 

11 

7 

- 

51 

19 

14 

(c)  Other 

2 

11 

3 

- 

12 

17 

Nervous  ays tern  - 

(a)  Epilepsy 

1 

mm 

. 

1 

(b)  Other 

- 

1 

- 

— 

1 

15 

Psychological  - 

(a)  Development 

1 ‘ ' 

mm 

7 

1 

16 

(b)  Stability 

2 

3 

mm 

mm 

6 

3 

Abdomen.  ...  ...  . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

17 

Other ...  ...  . . 

2 

4 

8 

- 

15 

9 

Table  15 


CLAS  S IFI  CAT  ION  OP  THE  (ENSEAL  CONDITION  OP  PUPILS 
INSPECTED  DURING-  THE  YEAR  IN  THE  AGS  G-ROUPS 


Age  Groups  Inspected 

"Number 
of  Pupils 
Inspected 

Sati sfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

No. 

% of 
Col.  (2) 

No. 

% of 

Col. (2) 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

...(4). 

(5) 

(6) 

Entrants...  ...  

1328 

1328 

100 

~ 

— 

8-9  Years ... 

• * • f 

1505 

1505 

100 

- 

- 

10-11  YEars 

• 09  9 

719 

719 

100 

- 

- 

14  - 15  Years..  ...  ... 

• 99  9 

1384 

1383 

99.93 

1 

0.07 

15-16  Years 

9 9 9 9 

329 

329 

100 

mm 

- 

Additional  Periodic  Inspections  . 

93 

93 

100 

— 

- 

TOTAL 

5358 

5357 

99.98 

1 

0.02 
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SPECIAL  IESPECTIO® 

Tabla  16 


Defect 

Code 

No. 

SPECIAL 

INSPECTIONS 

Defect  or  Disease 

Requiring 

Treatment 

Requiring 

Observation 

4 

SiV.  1 H q 0 0 #99 

~5 

- 

5 

Eyes  - (a)  Vision 

66 

3 

(b)  Squint 

21 

- 

(c)  Other 

1 

- 

6 

Ears  - (a)  Hearing  „ 

3 

- 

(b)  Otitis 

' •• • ' • • 

Media 

1 

- 

(c)  Other 

4 

- 

7 

Nose  and  Throat  . 

■ 84 

7 

8 

Speech 

23 

1 

9 

Lymphatic  Glands.  ... 

- 

- 

10 

Hsar t * * # # 9 *99  #9# 

5 

- 

11 

Lung  s . . ...  . . « ••• 

21 

1 

12 

Developmental  - 

(a)  Hernia 

- 

- 

(b)  Other 

1 

- 

13 

Orthopaedic  - 

(a)  Posture 

4 

M 

(b)  Feet 

9 

(c)  Other 

9 

- 

14 

Nervous  system  - 

(a)  Epilepsy 

2 

- 

(b)  Other 

' 4 

- 

15 

Psychological  - 

(a)  Development 

1 - 

- 

(b)- Stability 

3 

— 

16 

Abdomen  

- 

17 

Other  . 

41 

2 

Table  17 

INFESTATION  WITH  VERMIN 


(i)  Total  number  of  individual  examinations  in  the  schools  by 

the  school  nurses  or  other  authorised  persons..,  . , 41072 

(ii)  Total  number  of  individual  pupils  found  to  be  infested.,.  . 2584 

(ill)  Number  of  individual  pupils  in  respect  of  whom  cleansing 

notices  were  issued  (Section  54(2),  Education  Act j i-^44)..  . 


(iv)  Number  of  individual  pupils  in  respect  of  whom  cleansing 

orders  were  issued  (Section  54(3),  Education  Act,  1944),.  . 


35 


TREATMENT  OP  PUPILS  ATTENDING  MAINTAINED  PRIMARY 
AND  SECONDARY  SCHOOLS  (INCLUDING  SPECIAL  SCHOOLS) 

Table  18 

GROUP  1 - EYE  DISEASE,  DEFECTIVE  VISION  AND  SQUINT 


Number  of  Cases 

1 

dealt  with 

by  the  Authority 

otherwise 

External  and  other,  excluding  errors 
of  refraction  and  squint 

Errors  of  refraction  (incl#  squint) 

30 

1557 

■ ^ 3 

57 

Total 

1587 

60 

Number  of  pupils  for  whom  spectacles 
were  prescribed 

• 637  ' 

- 

GROUP  2 - DISEASES  AND  DEFECTS  OF  EAR,  NOSE  AND  THROAT 


- 

...  ..  - , . .,  , . r-  r - — 

Number  of  Cases  dealt  with 

by  the  Authority  otherwise 

Received  operative  treatment  - 

(a)  for  diseases  of  the  ear 

(b)  for  adenoids  & chronic 

tonsillitis 

(c)  for  other  nose  & throat 

conditions 

Received  other  forms  of  treatment 

Total 

39 

490 

• ' - ~ 37 

56  114 

56  680 

Total  number  of  pupils  in  schools 
who  are  known  to  have  been 
provided  with  hearing  aids 

(a)  in  1956 

(b)  in  previous  years 

11 

not  known 

GROUP.  3 ~ ORTHOPAEDIC  AND  POSTURAL  DEFECTS 
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GROUP  b * DISEASES  OF  THE  SKIN  (excluding  Uncleanliness,  for  which  see  Table  I7) 


Number  of  Cases  treated  or  under 
treatment  during  the  year  by  the 
Authority 

Ringworm  - (i)  Scalp  

(ii)  Body  

Scab ies  * • • • • « ••• 

Impetigo  •••  •••  * « • 

Other  Skin  Diseases  ...  ... 

Tqtal . 

5 

28 

• • • 216 

....  249 

GROUP  3 ~ CHILD  GUIDANCE  TREATMENT 

Number  of  pupil's  treated  at  Child 
Gui dance 1 Clinics  under  arrangements 
made  by  the  Authority  ... 

GROUP  6 - SPEECH  THERAPY  , 

Number  .of  pupils,  treated  by  Speech 
Therapists  under  arrangements  made 
by  the  Authority 

155 

GROUP  7 - OTHER  TREATMENT  GIVEN 


- 1 « - ■■  V — - -'"-v 

(a)  Number  of  miscellaneous  Minor 

........ ■— — — ■ — — » 

Ailments  treated  by  the  Authy. 
(b)  Pupils  who  received 

convalescent  treatment  under 
School  Health  Service  arrange- 

266 

ments  • » • « « « « • • • 

•» 

(c)  pupils  who  received  B.C.G,. 

(d)  Others  (specify) 

306 

1,  Orthoptics 

k39  + 

2.  Sunlight  

89 

Totals  (a)  - (d) 

1100 

+ In  addition,  314  Lancashire  County  Council  cases  were  dealt  with  during 

the 

year 
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(T) 


(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

(7) 

(8) 


(9) 

(10) 
(ID 


(12) 

(13) 


DEMTAL  INSPECTION  MB  ■ IRS/xIMSOT 

Table  19 

Number  of  pupils  inspected  by  the  Authority’s  Dental  Officers:- 


(a)  At  Periodic  Inspections ..  ...  ...  ...  1 4251 

(b)  As  Specials  ...  ...  1204 

Total  (1).  15455 

Number  found  to  require  treatment  ......  ......  ...  ...  8506 

Number  offered  treatment  ...  ...  ...  ......  ;8§06 

Number  actually  treated ...  ...  4385 

Number  of  attendances  made  by  pupils  for  treatment, 

including  those  recorded  at  heading  11  (h)..  ...  . . , 6751 

Half  days  devoted  to:  Periodic  (School)  Inspection  . ...  ...  126 

Treatment  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  976 

Total  (6)  1102 

Fillings:  Permanent  Teeth  ...  ....  ...  ...  ...  31.1 3 

Temporary  Teeth  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  T60 

Total  (7)  3273 

Number  of  teeth  filled  : Permanent  Teeth  ...  ...  2942 


Temporary  Teeth  ...  ...  ...  ...  154 

Total  (8)  3096 


Extract ions: Permanent  Teeth 
Temporary  Teeth 


Total  (9) 


Administration  of  general  anaesthetics 

f or  extrac tion...  « . « ...  ...  ... 

Orthodontics: 

(a)  Cases  commenced  during  the  year  . ♦ . 

(b)  Cases  carried  forward  from  previous  year  ..  ...  ...  ... 

(c)  Cases  completed  during  the  year.  ...  ...  ...  

(d)  Cases  discontinued  during  the  year...  ...  

(e)  Pupils  treated  with  appliances  . 

(f)  Removable  appliances  fitted.  ....  ...  ...  . 

(g)  Fixed  appliances  fitted  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

(h)  Total  ..attendances  ...  . ..  ...  ..  • 

Number  of  pupils  supplied  with  artificial  dentures..  ...  ... 

Other  operations:  ’ ’ \ : ; 

; Permanent  teeth  ...  ...  . ..  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Temporary  teeth  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  . . 

Total  (13) 


1394 

3797 

5T#T 


834 

110 

70 

103 

2 

47 

47 

5 

587 

:-33 
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